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14.5 EcorocicAL Pyramins

‘You must be familiar with the shape of a pyramid. The base of a pyramid
is broad and it narrows towards the apex. One gets a similar shape,
whether you express the food or energy relationship between organisms




image2.png
at different trophic levels. This, relationship is expressed in terms of
number, biomass or energy. The base of each pyramid represents the
producers or the irst trophic level while the apex represents tertiary or
top level consumer. The three types of ecological pyramids that are usually
studied are (2) pyramid of number: (b) pyramid of biomass and (c) pyramid
of energy. For detail (see Figure 14.4 . b, ¢ and d).

Trophic level Number of individuals
TC (Tertiary consummer) 5

SC (Secondary consumer) 354,000

PC (Primary consumer) 708, 000

P (Producen) 5.842.000

14.4 () Pyramid of numbers in a grassland ecosystem. Only three top-carnivores are
supported in an ccosystem based on production of nearly 6 millions plants
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14.4 (5) Pyramid of biomass shows a sharp decrease In biomass at higher trophic levels

14.4 (¢) Inverted pyramid of blomass-small standing crop of phytoplankton supports large.
standing crop of zooplankton




