
Physical Properties of Alkanes: 

 

They are hydrophobic and dissolve in nonpolar or weakly polar solvents. 

They are less dense than water. 

The boiling point of alkane increases by 20-30 degree Celsius with each additional 

methylene group. 

For isomeric alkanes, the boiling point decreases with branching due to an overall increase 

in surface area. 

 


